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Thomas Burnett, El; | 


| HOMAS BURNETT 
was the Son of Obadiah 
and his Wife Ruth; the Fa- 
ther, if I miſtake not, WAS 
either a Scots or Iriſh Man, 


very good Reaſons laying claim to his 
Birth : but this we may tranſmit as an 


undoubted Truth to Poſterity, that he 


was not an Engliſh Man, which it were 
no difficult matter to prove from ſeveral 


A 2 Argu- 


both thoſe Countries for ſome 
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h An Account of the LIFx 
Arguments, as well as from the Office of 
Herald, and the Books of many skilful 
_ Genealogiſts, His Mother wes a For- 
reigner, and there is great Contention 
among the Learned where to fix the 
Place of her Nativity; but I think that 
we have no occaſion to inſiſt on ſuch 
Niceties, fince the End of Matrimony 


was fully anſwer'd in the Parents by the 


Production of their Son Thomas. 


This Thomas had like to have been born 
the laſt of March; but it being Leap 
Tear, he came into the World on the 
firſt of eApril, in the Year 1689. being 
the Year following the happy Revolu- 
tion. There was ſomething, as I have 
heard in the Family, very remarkable 
in his Entrance into the World, that, 
contrary to all other Babes, he laughed 


for the -firſt Quarter of an Hour after 


his Birth, which his Parents looked up; 
on as a lucky Preſage of his future Wit; 
but I having little Faith in Omens, ſuſ- 
pended my judgment till he was grown 
up; and then at the Age of Speaking 


and Thiaking too, I obſerv'd him fre- [4 


quently laughing without any manner 
of Wit, or Reaſon ; whence I concluded 
that Di/Zortion. of the Muſcles ſo natu- 
ral to him, to be partly a fault in the 

. Muſcles 
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of Tnomas BurNETT, Eg; & 
Majeles themſelves, and partly a Defe& 
in the Brain, commonly reckoned the 
Seat of the Underſtanding. However, his 


BW Parents conceived ſuch forward Hopes 


of their Child upon this Occaſion, that 
the Father, who was a Grave Sober 
Man, being unwilling to have his Son a 
mere Wit, thought it beſt to temper this 
ſuppoſed Propenfity to it, by providing 
him a Dutch Woman for his Nurſe. Tho? 
it is probable the good Man might have 
ſpared his pains, and truſted to Nature 
only ; yet it muſt be own'd, that the 
Choice of this Dutch Nurſe had a prodi- 
gious Effect upon the Genius of Mr. 


Thomas. 


Some Natural Philoſophers T know 
have diſputed very nicely upon this 
Subject, and they would perſwade us, 
that of the Elements which compoſe 
our Bodies, there goes three times as 
much Earth to the Compoſition of. a 
Dutch Woman, as there does to an Eng- 
liſh, and five times as much as there 
does to a French Woman; eAir and Fire 
having the Predominancy, as they ſay, 
in the Compoſition of the #wo laſt. 
Now if we allow it to be as they aſ- 
ſert, my Friend Thomas muſt have a great 
Portion of Earthy or Watry Particles > 

42 is 
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his Frame, one of which, every one 
knows, claggs, and the other damps the 
Motions of the Underſtanding, and very 
much reſtrain the better Faculties of the 
Soul. Ts 


But leaving theſe Philoſophical En- 
quiries, I ſhall proceed to obſerve up- 
on what has happen'd moſt remarkable 
in the Courſe of his Years, till we come 
to the five and twentieth Year of his 
Age, where I ſhall leave him at a ſtand. 


| When the Child began to prattle a little, 
the Care of his Parents was to get all 


the good Words they could into his Mouth, 


betimes; but ſo unhappy were they, that 
they could never get him to ſpeak the 
Word CHURCH rightly, he always 
calling it KIRK ; which unlucky Cu- 
{tom he ſtill continues to this Day. 


Another Obſervation I have heard made 
on him from ſome in the Family, was, 
that he could never be brought to learn 
his Catechiſm ; they did indeed with much 
Pains and Diligence force him on as far 
as the Creed ; but the Boy having no Sto- 
mach to it, they were obliged to quit 


that Care. The Reaſon which he gave 


for not learning it, was indeed very ſin- 


gular 4 
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of Tnouas BuxxETT, Eſq; 7 
gular for one of his Age; he uſed to ſay 
that he would have no Creed, but one 


of his own making, which he after wards 


performed, entituling it the Layman s 
Creed. This may be of uſe for the Cri- 


ticks to obſerve, if ever that elaborate 


Piece ſees the Light; for from thence they 
may take the moſt exact Meaſures of the 
Parts and Genius of Thomas Burnett, 
that being entirely genuine, which is 
very much to be doubted of certain other 
Compoſitions which paſs under his Name. 


It may ſeem ſtrange to trouble the Rea- 
der with ſuch minute Trifles ; but the Per- 


ſon, part of whoſe Life I am now writing, 


ſtanding very fair to make a conſiderable 
Figure in future Hiſtory, as being al- 
ready one of the moſt conſummate Stateſ- 
men and profound Scholars in this Nation; 
I hope I may be pardoned in following 
the Example both of PLuTaRCH and 


CoxrNELius Nepos, and deſire the Rea- 


der to refer to their Apologies for them- 


ſelves, when in relating the Lives of Great 
Men they digreſs with ſome pleaſure on 
theſe little Incidents of their Chi/dhoog. 


But to proceed with my Narration. 
We muſt now ſuppoſe our young Gentle- 
man at School, ſmarting ſeverely ys 
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the Ferula for bad Latin, falſe Concord, and 
Nonſenſe, all which ought rather to be 
charged to the Account of his *Datch Nurſe, 
than to honeſt Thomas. His good Maſter 
often complain'd to his Father of the to- 
tal Incapacity of his Son for Learning; 
but the fond Parent was deaf, and Tom 
muſt run thro? the School as Soldiers do the 
Gantlet, with a continued Laſh, from the 


lower End to the uppermoſt of all. One 


Particular may be worth our Obſervation 
during this time, that he had conceived 
ſuch a ſtrange eAntipathy to the Greek 
Tongue, that he could never bear fight 
of it : And it is even reported, that he 
conſtantly fainted away, when any one 
came into the Room where he was, who 
could read the Alphabet of that Language. 
Therefore whenever the Learned ſhall in 
future Times take notice of any Sentence 
of that Language in his Writings, they 
are defired not to place that 'to Thomas's 
account. r 


However, it muſt not be denied, but 
that our Young Gentleman made ſuch Pro- 
ficiency in the Latin, as to be able to con- 
{true ſome Dutch Commentators, in which 
his own {y1mpathizing Phlegm and natural 
Heavineſs gave him great Advantages. 
He did indeed, after he had taken a turn 


In 


of Tnomas BuxnetT, Eſq; 9 
in the World, pretend to diſown his old 
Acquaintance, and uſed to make it his 
buſineſs, as ſoon as he had heard what an 
indifferent Chara&er thoſe Sons of Dul- 
neſs bore, to pick up all the Coffee-houſe 
Raillery he could, againſt thoſe Friends 
he had been moſt oblig'd to. But let him 
ſay what he pleaſes on that Point, it is 
evident to me, and to any attentive Rea- 
der, that he owes all his Embelliſhments 
of Stile, and Traits of Wit, to that moſt 
anpoliſhd Nation of the Learned World. 
For where, in the Name of Wonder, could 
he have learned that curious Sentiment, 
that admirable and ſurprizing way of Ex- 
preſſion, of informing a Man of Things, 
which the Perſon himfelf was better ac- 
quainted with, but from the Perufal of 
Dutch eAnnotators ? If the Truth of my 
Aſſertion were not undeniably plain, I 
could produce ſome Inſtances to prove it, 
both from his Converſation, and ſeveral 
Manuſcript Declamations of his, which are 
now in my Hands, and which, if he per- 
ſiſts in abuſing his Friends, may one day 
ſee the Light. 1 


T ſhall beg my Reader's Pardon, if I do 
not give him a particular Detail of all the 


Paſſages of his Life, leaving that toa far- 


ther Opportunity, when I have more 
B _ -lenure 
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leiſure to attend him thro' Morning Follies 
and Midnight Brawls, long Excurſions and 
ftricf Confinements, unlucky Mains and 
Courſes of Phyfick. I hope he will be con- 
tented with my telling him, that at the 
Age which we call in others, the Tears of 
Diſcretion, unimproving Thomas ſtill con- 


. 


tinued the ſame. 


T muſt not forget to tell you, that at his 
firſt Arrival in Town he commenced a 
Lover ; and no Scene ſure, if it were well 
deſcribed, could be more diverting than 
this Part of his Adventures. I remember 
the firſt Song he made upon his Miſtreſs 
very well, and as I take it to be his Ma- 
ſter-Piece, I can't be fo cruel to the Rea- 
der, as not to let him have a Sight of it: 

It ran thus: | ae Þ & 


Tou are fo fair, you are ſo rare, | 


Do are ſo rare, you are ſo fair, 
That ſure there*s nothing like you. 


I am ſo kind, I am ſo blind, 
I am ſo blind, I am ſo kind, 
That Tommy ſure muſt ftrike you. | 


For 
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For my part, I can't determine how 


the Curious may criticize upon this Song, 
but to me it ſeems to be full of the Sweet- 
neſs and Softneſs of the Italian, and at the 
ſame time has the happy Turn of his Fa- 
vourite Author, our Ezghfhh Cowley. His 
Letters in Proſe on the ſame occaſion are 
1 equally beautiful and happy, and are, as 
1 well as the Song, Originals in their kind. 
1 Permit me only to give you a Taſte from 


one he lately indited to a Lady who had 
uſed him as he thought very ill, upon 
which he wrote the following ſevere E- 


| piſtle. 


MA DAM, 


my Heart for theſe .fve Tears, 


© and then you made a felonious Treaty 


« with me, which has ruined me more 
© than your open declared War. In ſhort, 


you have ſpoiled my Credit, and run 


me in Debt. The Law of Nature, 
B 2 « Madam, 


OU have pluuder'd and pillag'd 


- on — 
— = . 
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« Madam, the Law of Nations, Madam, 


« and the Laws of the Land, Madam, 
„call upon you to give me ſpeedy Satiſ- 


« faction. And therefore 1 hope that ho- i 


« reſt Engliſhman, Mr. Steele, will pardon 
« mne, if I borrow his Phraſe for once, and 
„ aſſure you, Madam, that I and every body 
« elſe expe, that the next time we meet 
« together, you immediately Die at the 
“Feet of your enraged 1 


E 


Now may not this Learned Gentleman 
ſay with Mr. Bays in the Rehearſal, that 
his Style is elevating and ſarprizing, and 
bid —_— to all the Herd of Crt- 
tics: | 3 


From the whimſical Lover, my Friend 
in a ſhort time became equally extrava- 
gant in another Vein; nor muſt-we won- 
der at theſe ſudden and unexpected Tran- 
ſitions in the Courſe of the Lives of Men, 
whoſe Spirits are of too refined' a Nature 
to continue long in the ſame Circle of Aa1- 
on. An unlucky Run of Dice has turned 
a Man of an indifferent Genius into a con- 
templative Philoſopher ; and I believe that 


I may ſafely affirm, that moſt of our Poi. 


tical 
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tical or State-Tradts of late Years have 
been owing to a Deficiency of Pocket- Funds. 


I It is given but to few to obſerve the nice 


and minute Threads that join one Action 
of Life to another, which to groſſer Eyes 
are ſeemingly incohereat, full of Chaſws 
and Deſiderata v. 5 N 


This may not be an improper Intro- 
duct ion to Tom: the Lover, turned Tom the 
Lawyer, an odd Connection, as I before 
noted, to common Obſervers. Behold him 
now then laying in a curious Stock of 


Bo white-leav'd Folio s, Common Law, Sta- 


tutes, eAbridgments and Reports innume- 
rable. This Trade did not hold long be- 
fore Thomas reviewing. the vaſt Pile of 
unpaid for Volumes, ſigh'd thrice, and 
broke out into the following Soliloquy: 
«© Did never any Judge nor Chancellor ar- 
&« rive at thoſe honourable Seats without 
c reading over all theſe Collections? Un- 
„“ happy, Tedious, Difficult Study! too 
“ too inconſiſtent with the Gaieties of an 
“ unconfin'd Spirit! ? This paſſionate 
Speech was followed by a deep Meditation, 
in which he reſolved upon a more compen- 
dious way of attaining enough Law to 


make himſelf faſhionably profound in Com- 
pany 
His 
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His firſt Thought was to make a Col- 


lection of old Maxims, ſuch as, Ihe Ning 
can do no Wrong. No Man is obliged to ac- 


cuſèe himjelf, &c. All which, fearing to 


truſt to a treacherous Memory, he com- 
mitted to Black and White, and made ela- 
borate Comments on their Deſign and 
Meaning : And he was as poſitive in his 
own Interpretations, as ſome Critics are 
in theirs ; for I obſerved in his eAdver/aria 
one day this Note upon a Caſe often ad- 
judged otherwiſe, tho? he knew nothing 
of that: Centum Cancellaris aliter obniten- 
tibus, EGO T. B. aio E9 contendo ita eſſe. 
And then followed his falſe Expoſition, 
However this gave him Aſſurance enough 
to flirt out a Sentence now and then ina 
Coffee-houſe, which gained him no little 


Credit with thoſe who were one Degree 


below his 'own Ignorance. 


His next Step as a Lawyer, I may ven- 
ture to ſay, was the moſt unhappy that 

r Student ever made: For now his 
Head was turned entirely to the reading of 
Seſſions Papers and Tryals for Treaſon. This 
unlucky Jumble of petty Felons and Vil- 
tains of Figure, ſo confounded and puzzled 
his Brain, that he could hardly diſtinguiſh 


one from another, and often in the _ 
37 | a 
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of Reading took a Foot-Soldier for a Lord, 
and then he would cry out in a great Paf- 
fion—Impeach the Dog, Behead the Vil- 
lain. O] for a keen Hatchet and a clean 
Executioner. No! ao! Give him Pain e- 

nough, Monmouth him. Again, when he 
was poring over the Caſe of ſome flagrant 
High-born Traitor, he would miſtake him 
for a poor half-ſtarv'd Thief, and ſigh, and 
fay gently, Why ſhould the Wretch die, when 
L—ds live by Dozens? The Law ſhould 
be favourable in Caſes M. Life and Death. 


In ſhort, the Frenzy grew ſo powerful 
upon him, that he would be piqued and 
put in a Paſſion at the Sight of a Man 
who was Taller, or had better Eyes than 
himſelf, and I have known him accoſt 
them in this familiar manner: Sir, in my 
opinion you are too tall, you muſt and ſhall 
F Aon your ſelf at one End or the other. 
And then turning to a ſecond, Sir, I wor 
der you can appear abroad with thoſe Eyes, 
they. are too good, pull them out, or wear 
Sßhectacles for the Improvement of the Glaſs- 


Manufacture. 


But the merrieſt of all his Humours 
was, his fancying himſelf a Great Man, 
and ſomething more than a bare Senator; 
and when this Fitt was upon him, he uſed 

| to 


[ 
| 
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to go to his Chamber, and write as fami- 


liarly to any Peer of the Nation, as if they 
had been Intimates and Equals from their 
Cradles. He would pretend to be ac- 
quainted with all the Actions of his Life, 
His Conduct, Merit, Intereſt, and what 


is more, even his future Deſigns, and tell 


him without any Ceremony, on what bot- 
tom he ought to proceed, and how he and 
the reſt of his Friends ſhould reliſh it, if 
they were not complied with in their De- 
mand. A Copy perhaps of one of his Let- 
ters would not be ynentertaining to the 
Reader; and therefore I will give him 
one. 21 


1 you know my avowed Enmity to 
| « Mr. Blank and Mrs. Blank, as 


* alſo to the Family of the late 4 Manu 


“ and 4 Sigillo, and that T have punned 
« upon them in all Companies for theſe 
four Years laſt paſt, beſides which J have 
“ been at the Expence of a thouſand Cur- 
« ſes and Imprecations to ſend them to the 
„ Devil. Now, the other day I met 
«< with one of theſe Up/tarts, took him 
« into a Tavern, and found a French Pi- 
fle upon him, an undoubted Argument 


&« of 
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4 of his being in that Intereſt. However, 
« did not think that a ſufficient Reaſon: 
© to ſend for a Conſtable, and have him 
“ ſeized; but I am ſure that your Lord- 
“ ſhip will agree with me, that it is a 
« good Foundation for an Impeachment. 
4 Beſides all. this, I obſerv'd his Sword to 
« be ruſty, and unfit for Military Buſineſs. 
« His Hat bore a melancholly ſort of a 
« Flap, a ſure Sign of a Malignant. All 
« theſe Reaſons being put together and 
“ duly weighed, I cannot help thinking, 
that your Lordſhip will give your Con- 
« ſent for his being hanged for a peace- 
« able ſort of a Traytor. 


„ And now it comes into my Head, 
« my Lord, I will communicate to you a | 
Project which I have long entertain'd f 
for diſpeopling the Nation. You muſt | 
„ know that there are a great many Peo- 
« ple who will not come into my Mea- | 
« ſures by fair Means, and therefore! 
© propoſe to have them all pack'd up | 
“ and ſent away into ſome other Coun- | i 
« try, where they may learn better Man» 
„ ners than to live in contradiction to 25 | 
“ Principles. It is evident to me that | 
gentle Uſage will not do, Meeding or | 


« Extirpating muſt be the Method ; and 
this I am poſitive is your Lordſhip's 
2 «Op 
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“ Opinion, as well as mine. I and ſome 
« Friends of mine can give above ſeven 
« and twenty Reaſons, beſides the Ratio 
« ultima, for this way of Proceeding. 1 
« ſhould go on a little farther on this 
« Head; but having a Dozen of Letters 
« to write to as many Perſons of Quality 
« upon other uſeful Projects, I am forced | 
« without more Ceremony to take my 
4 leave, and aſſure you with my being, 


0 
Jour Lordſhipꝰs 
moſt obliged, 


Humble Servant, 
| 1. B. 


It muſt be confeſſed that the Strain of 
this Epiſtle is very ſingular, but ſome Peo- 
ple are ſo happy as to break through all 
Forms, and come directly to the Point; 
and the Reader may eaſily ſee, that this is 
meerly a Letter of Buſineſs. 


What 
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What Projects theſe are, which this in- 
genious Gentleman hints at, I have nor 


yet been able to diſcover, tho? I. gueſs it 


may be ſomething about Ways and Mears : 
Whatever it is, I am certain from the 


Temper of the Projector, it will not be 
long a Secret: For his Letters are now 


become almoſt as public as *iDawkes's and 
Dyer's, and indeed are very near as uſeful. 
What future Scenes of Mirth or Madneſs, 
Love or Law, Religion or Politicks my 
Friend is likely to act in T know not, nei- 
ther can I conjecture which bids faireſt for 
the Predominancy in his Conduct. I can 
only inform the Reader, that he is now in 
the five and twentieth Year of his Age : 
So that they, if Fate protracts his Thread, 


we may hope for much more Diverſion. 


from the ſame Hand. And Thou, O The- 
mas, Whether thou now Heareſt, or Writeſt 


Tales, whether thou curſeſt the unlucky, 


or bJeſſeſt the happy Dice; whether thou 
177 Morning Water-gruel, or dallieſt with 
Midnight Harlot, look favourably on thy 
Faithful Hiſtorian, who has thus far trac'd 
thee thro? the eAmbages of Lite. 


Here endeth the Childhood of Thomas 


Burnett. 
On 


C3 N. B. 
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N. B. To prevent Miſtakes, the Thomas 
Burnett here mentioned is neither 
the Lawyer, nor the Politician, nor 
the Author of any one Treatiſe now 
extant, | 


*% 
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SOME 


REMARKS 


CRrITICISMs, and ADDENDA, 


Relating to the foregoing LIFE, 


1 by ſeveral Toe and 
I  Impartial Hands. 


off, ſeveral Perſons who had per- 

uſed them as they lay in the Book- 
ſeller's Hands, thought fit to ſend me ma- 
ny Letters full of Obſervations and Criti- 
eiſms on my Work. Subjects of great Im- 
portance commonly produce ſuch Remarks, 
and it is impoſſible for one Man, with all 
his Pains and Diligence, to compleat a De- 
ſign of this Nature. Therefore I don't 
know but that I may be obliged to pub- 
liſh a Second Volume about three Tears 
| | | hence, 


2 \ F TER theſe Sheets were printed 


22 Remarks, Criticiſms, &c. | 
hence, and perhaps a Third about three 
and thirty Years hence, according as Affairs 
ſeem to ripen, and make them neceſſary. 


But I haſten to give you the Subſtance 
of what has been communicated to me. 


The Learned Mr. Sllen objects to my 
Performance, that it ſeems to be vritten 
in haſte, which perhaps may be true. He 
is very angry with me for not publiſnh- 
ing an Introduction firſt, which * have 
occaſioned a Supply of Materials ſufficient 
to enable me to perfect my Undertaking. 
It is his Opinion, that the Authority of 
many Learned Moderus might have deter- 
mined me to that Way, and gives me ma- 
ny Inſtances to ſupport his Judgment, 
which might have ſcreen'd me from the 
Exceptions of the Criticks. At the Cloſe 
.of his Letter he very gravely adviſes me to 
forbear putting Fiuis at the Bottom of the 


laſt Page, judiciouſly obſerving that the Life _ | 


is not yet ended. In many other things he 
agrees with me, .and thanks me in ſome. 
Strains of Complement not proper to re- 
peat ; tho” at the ſame time he confeſſes, 
that he had a Deſign of writing the fore- 
going iLife, and ſeems to lament that I 
prevented im. 


I re- 


I received a Letter from one who pre- 
tends to much Skill in Heraldry, and af- 
fects to write himſelf, John a Lyon. He a- 
grees with me in the Uncertainty and Ob- 
ſcurity of the Family, but aſſures me he 
has a Sea/ in his Poſſeſſion, which came 
= thro' many Hands to him from a Great- 

_ Grandmother of the preſent Thomas; the 
Coat, he ſays, tho? ſomething defac'd, is 
three Hatchets, and the Creſt a Maſtiff Dog 
unmuzzled. He likewiſe gives me ſome 
Reaſons for the Chriſtian Names of his Pa- 
rents, from a Manuſcript of the Famous 
Kzox, where Obadiah and Ruth of the ſame 
Name frequently occur. He has been at 
ſome pains to get a Genealogy drawn up 
in Form for my Uſe, but has not hitherto 
been able to complete one. As ſoon as it 
= comes to hand, I ſhall publiſh it in the 
= eAppendix to my Second Volume. : 


A notedeAztiqnary, who ſubſcribes him- 
ſelf Richard of Windſor, has faluted me 
very roughly on this Subject. He pre- 
tends to have a Copy of a Monument of one 
who was buried, as he calls it, in Britan- 
214 Boreali, about C Years ago, upon the 
EIDD ECM. Sc. whom he affirms 
to have been a conſiderable Perſon, and 
an Anceſtor of this Family. He is 73 
9 " ree 


24 Remarks, Cri tacifms, &. 

free with my Work, and does not ſcruple 
to call me, in antique Latin, a Deſpiſer of 
Antiquity. T. ſhall print his Letter per- 
haps by it ſelf, not thinking it proper to 
be inſerted here ; and then the Learned 
(who can read it) may judge between us. 


An Triſh Gentleman, who has been long 
Perſonally acquainted with Mr. Burnett, 
aſſures me, that he can inform me of many 
Particulars relating to his Love-Afﬀairs ; 
that he has a Collection of his Love-Let- 
ters which are genuine, and that to his 
Underſtanding they are finely written, and 
frankly confeſſes, that they far exceed his 
own, which he indited to the ſame Lady, 
being Thomas's Rival at that time. When 
T have the Happineſs of peruſing them, I 
{ſhall be the better able to judge which 
. ought to have the Preference, tho? I am 
afraid it is my Informer's Modeſty that 
would not ſuffer him to determine in his 
own favour. However, I give him this 
public Notice, that he muſt not think to 
impoſe any ſperiozs Pieces upon me; for I 
am ſo well acquainted with his Hand and 
Stile, that I can't eaſily be deceiv'd. 


TI ſhould have concluded here, but am 
obliged to mention two more Friends, 
whoſe Letters conſider him in his Poetical 

ers. od Capa- 
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Capacity. The firſt, vis. Mr. Trimeter, 
has made a Critick on the Burnett Song 
publiſhed by me: He ſeems to be poſitive 
that Piece was not of his compoſing; ad- 
ding, that he never wrote any thing with 
that Softneſs and Delicacy of Turn Which 
appears there. I muſt o that I thought 
no one could have fo: good Evidences as 
my ſelf, when I ſet don that Song as an 
Original of this ingenious Gentleman's; 
but the World is come to ſuch a paſs now, 
that the Product ions of the Mind are be- 
come as doubtful as thoſe of the Animal 
Faculties, and the Godfather of Boot, as 
well as of Children, often paſſes tor .the. 
real Father: To ſtrengthen; my Corre- 
 ſpondent?s Conjecture, he refers me to a 
Collection of Poems, which he calls the 
Garland of Dulneſs, compoſed, according 
to him, by my Briend Thomas, which fal J 
ſome Degrees even below his Predeceffors 
Withers and Quarles. \ Ill. natur d World:! 
Unhappy Thomas!. Thy natural Stupidity. 
will not allow thee to gain any Reputation 
by thy Own Works, and the malicious 
World diſcovers thee whenever thou at- 
tempteſt to raiſe a Name. by the Writings 
of others. Go SY 


My laſt Paper comes from an Intimate 
of his, who is very warm in his Cauſe, 
1 r 


- 
| 
| 
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and reckons up half a Shelf of Books, Pam. 
phlets, Murders, ' Monſters, e pparitions, 
£9c. of which he affirms Mr. Burnett is 
the undoubted out hor. He entitles his 
Letter, eAz Eſſay in Vindication of T. B. 
He begins with an Argument to prove 
that John, Richard, William, Edward, and 
Thomas, may be, and often are the ſame 
Perſon; an after: the diſpatch of that, he 
ſums up the various Names or Alias Sy 
in which that pig? Freer bas 
ſerved tlie Publick. 


When he his an Tndlination to be Faby- 
ous, he ſtiles himſelf a certain Perſon; 
when he wants Money, his Letter is to be 
left ar the Bookſellers ; when full of high 
Thoughts and fancied Preferment, an e- 


fwer to a Letter from a Noble Lord; when 


the Lawyer prevails, we have eAntient 


Precedents for Modern Facts; and when 


we. have Tom in puris Naturalibus, his 
Name Str Liad — . 


